
Dear Friends in Christ,

Many months ago I invited you to stand with me as a Witness to 
hope . Thank you for accepting my invitation to build the kingdom of 
God in our time and in the face of the many obstacles that seemed 
to stand in our way. 

Our gifts offered care and hope to those we accompanied 
throughout our Diocese and at our mission in Guatemala. During 
this year, as the COVID-19 pandemic persisted, a record number of 
graduates completed their studies at La Asuncion School, a young 
lady spent her very first week at Legendary Lodge and hopes to 
return next summer, our Campus Ministry programs prayed, served 
and celebrated, our Catholic Cemeteries found efficiency with the 
purchase of two mulching mowers and two of our Seminarians were 
ordained as Transitional Deacons. We give thanks to God for all of 
our blessings.

I hope I had the opportunity to meet you during my travels 
around the diocese. Before December 31 of this year I will 

have visited every parish and mission of our Diocese. Thank 
you for your unprecedented hospitality, your stewardship of your 

parishes and your faithfulness to Christ and His Church. 

Thank you for being a light in the darkness and a disciple of peace, 
justice, faith, hope and charity. 

In Christ, I am

Most Reverend Austin A. Vetter
Bishop of Helena
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WITH HOPE
BISHOP’S OFFICE AND PASTORAL OUTREACH
Bishop Vetter signs documents with Rebecca Stanfel of the 
Jewish Community in anticipation of the Jewish Community 
purchasing the former Temple Emmanuel, which is currently 
the Diocese of Helena Chancery.

Visits to parishes and missions gave Bishop Vetter a chance to 
get to know the faithful of our Diocese.

Bishop celebrates Mass at Little Flower Parish in Browning 
with Father Rod Ermatinger and the faithful of the parish.

While visiting St. Thomas the Apostle in Helmville Bishop 
receives assistance with his crozier from Joe L. of Ovando.

Bishop blesses the new altar at St. Matthew Parish and reads 
to the children at St. Matthew School. 

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
A new Kubota has a mulching system that requires no bagging 
of the leaves or paying the compost company. The leaves are 
piled into a wind row and then mulched. This system requires 
less man hours for the fall clean up. Mike Hamlin, Sexton, St. 
Mary’s Cemetery Missoula

DELEGATE FOR RELIGIOUS
The Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth have served in the 
Diocese of Helena since 1869. We have benefited greatly from 
their mission to offer every loving service in their power to meet 
the critical needs of God’s people. S. Mary Jo Quinn, born and 
raised in Butte and currently serving at Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Community in Missoula, celebrates her Jubilee Year in 2021. 
A gift in her honor and in gratitude for all of the Sisters who 
have served us so well was given to the Sisters on behalf of all 
Annual Catholic Appeal donors.

We, the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, are grateful to you 
and for your thoughtfulness and generous gift in honor of 
Sister Mary Jo Quinn as she celebrates her Jubilee. Also, for 
your acknowledgment and gratitude for the many Sisters 
who ministered in Montana. All who served in the state 
have good memories of Montana and the people there. We 
sincerely thank you and send our prayers and blessing to you 
and for you. For the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, Sister 
Constance Phelps, SCL

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION
Our Lady of Lourdes, built in 1886, in Marysville was lovingly 
refurbished several years ago. This year we were able to 
provide funding for some updating of the electrical system. 
Our historic churches grace the Montana landscape and remind 
us of the faithful Catholics that came before us. 

IN FAITH
LEGENDARY LODGE
I wanted to let you know how much I enjoyed my first stay 
at Legendary Lodge. I’m not certain who to thank for the fee 
donation, but I hope you will pass this on to them. I plan to go 
to Leadership Campus next summer. Thank you again! Paige P. 
of Cut Bank

Thank you for another outstanding Women’s Retreat. Each year 
has been its own unique event and even though the group was 
smaller, it felt intimate and friendly. I came away refreshed 
& inspired by Dawn and all of the faith filled gals! Christine 
Forzley, Attendee

PERMANENT DIACONATE 
The Permanent Deacons and their wives gathered at Saint 
Mary Catholic Community in Helena for a retreat with Tracy 
Earl Welliver. Tracy is a Catholic author, speaker, consultant 
and coach. Annual spiritual renewal for our Deacons and their 
wives is a gift from those who support our Annual Catholic 
Appeal. Deacon Michael Seipp, Director of Deacons

SEMINARIAN EDUCATION
Tyler Frohlich and Matthew Christiaens were Ordained 
Transitional Deacons at the St. Helena Cathedral on July 1, 
2021. Our other 11 Seminarians continue their studies at 
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver, CO and 
The St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity in St. Paul, MN. A 
Seminarian Appeal, held in May of this year, will assist the 
Diocese with the ongoing costs of forming our future Priests. 
The appeal raised over $1.7M through 949 gifts for current and 
imminent expenses.

VOCATION AWARENESS PROMOTION
Students from Resurrection Catholic Campus Ministry 
in Bozeman gather lakeside for a retreat that includes a 
discernment process for vocations. Each Disciple, through 
prayer and reflection, considers how they will use their 
God given gifts in service to God’s people. Pastor, Fr. Joseph 
Paddock and RCCM Coordinator, MaryShaun Mize accompany 
the students throughout the weekend at Legendary Lodge. 

YOUTH, YOUNG ADULT AND ADULT CATHOLIC 
FORMATION
The Catholic Youth Coalition holds their second meeting in 
Helena in conjunction with the Son Light Celebration. These 
Disciples of Christ lovingly serve dinner, enjoy fellowship, 
assist with the auction and bless their Bishop as the 
evening concludes.

“May the Lord bless you, May the Lord keep you. Make His 
face to shine, shine upon you.”



SAFE ENVIRONMENT/PROTECTING GOD’S 
CHILDREN
Jesus says: “Let the little children come to me” (Matthew 
19:14). As Catholics, we share a sacred obligation to protect 
the children, youth and vulnerable adults in our community. 

In the Diocese of Helena our Safe Environment program 
and victim assistance ministry has been in place since 1993, 
and it has made great strides in prevention, detection and 
early intervention efforts. However, we constantly face new 
challenges, the need to update existing policies, to incorporate 
best practices and to integrate Safe Environment measures in 
everything that we do. The ACA provides much needed funding 
that assists with our training and practices for protecting the 
children, young people and vulnerable adults. In the Diocese 
of Helena we continue to use the VIRTUS®, Protecting God’s 
Children program to educate adults about the warning signs of 
sexual abuse and safe boundaries that all adults must adhere 
to when working with minors and vulnerable adults. VIRTUS 
will continue to be the initial training program required for all 
members of the Clergy, Men in Formation, Religious Sisters and 
Brothers, Lay employees and Volunteers.

In 2021, the Safe Environment program trained 392 people 
and completed 459 background checks. Today in the Diocese 
we have over 2,500 Safe Environment compliant persons with 
almost 75% of those being volunteers.

Your continued generosity and participation in the ACA 
ensures the continued operation of this ministry. Deacon 
Michael Seipp, Director of Safe Environment

THROUGH LOVE
CAMPUS MINISTRY
Bishop Vetter gathers with Montana State University 
students at Resurrection Parish in Bozeman.

I just wanted to thank you and RCCM for your service this 
week in our grounds work. It is just amazing what a group 
of young people can do in a couple of hours. Projects that 
had languished for months were done in minutes (signs and 
edging). Leaves that would have taken our crew countless 
hours to rake up were moved in an hour. And the tunes 
were great. So, thank you. RCCM is such a blessing to this 
congregation, and I hope that this service to our community 
was also a blessing to you all. Every time that we ask for help 
from RCCM, you are there and it is wonderful having this 
partner in service to this parish and this community. Thank 
you! Brian Smithers, Facilities Director

Bishop Vetter with Montana Tech students: Cody (Bishop’s 
cousin), Carlin, Braeden, Max and Danielle at the 16th Son 
Light Celebration at the Helena Civic Center. 

On behalf of our soon returning Montana Tech students, we 
extend our sincere appreciation and gratitude for the ACA 
check to Campus Ministry. Fr. Patrick Beretta, Pastor, Butte 
Catholic Community North

The Carroll College Sophomore Retreat is held at Legendary 
Lodge each fall. Students are invited to set aside time to 
encounter more fully the person of Jesus Christ, engage their 
faith and share powerful moments with fellow students of 
many backgrounds. 

I wanted to personally write to you and thank you for your 
recent support of Carroll College through your gift to the 
Campus Ministry Fund. I offer my gratitude on behalf of the 
Board of Trustees and all of our Students, Faculty, and Staff. 
It is only through your generosity and deep care for both 
Carroll College and our students that we are able to continue 
being “a beacon to the Church in the Northwest,” as St. John 
Paul II so eloquently described Carroll College. John E. Cech, 
Ph.D., President

Catholic Campus Ministry at the University of Montana 
Western welcomes and invites students to participate in 
ministry and receive the Eucharist at St. Rose of Lima Parish. 

“Griz Catholic” or Catholic Campus Ministry for the University 
of Montana provides opportunities for students to find a 
quality encounter with Christ no matter their schedule. 
Christ the King Pastor, Fr. Kirby Longo and Campus Minister, 
Genevieve G’Sell, empower UM students to live their faith and 
grow in community as members of the Mystical Body of Christ. 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES OF MONTANA
Adoption Services, Project Rachel, Supportive Aid 
to Birthmothers

Your support of the ACA Catholic Social Services of Montana 
provided intensive counseling services to 12 expectant 
parents, placed five children in pre-adoptive placements, and 
finalized two adoptions! Our ministries depend on YOU! THANK 
YOU! Twila Costigan, Executive Director

DE LA SALLE BLACKFEET SCHOOL – BROWNING 
Bishop Vetter visits the students of De La Salle Blackfeet 
School and celebrates Mass with them. 

Thank you Bishop Vetter and the Diocese of Helena for your 
continued commitment to this educational ministry. I have 
read the report for the 2019 ACA and recognize that in this 
year of additional challenges the results were mostly positive. 
Assistance from the diocese is greatly appreciated. Brother 
Dale Mooney, President

MONTANA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
Your generous support of the Annual Catholic Appeal helps 
the Montana Catholic Conference 
advocate on behalf of the most 
vulnerable here at home and across 
the globe. Whether it’s in Helena or 
Washington D.C., thanks to you, the 
Catholic Church’s voice is powerfully 
present standing up for human life 
and the dignity of all. Matt Brower, 
Executive Director



GUATEMALA MISSION
Clinica Maxeña: As we have experience in the United States, 
Guatemala is emerging from the pandemic. Clinica Maxeña 
and La Asunción have provided critical services to assist the 
people of the region as they return to normalcy. Through 
education programs the Guatemalan people are aware of the 
importance of the COVID vaccine in preventing infections and 
complications that result from the infections. The need for 
medical care continues to grow and Clinica Maxeña usage has 
increased. Clinica Maxeña provides health care for families 
that do not have access to private medical services since the 
cost of medical care in the city is very expensive. The clinic 
provides consultations and medicines at cost prices which 
helps provide humanized care. This year the clinic has treated 
over 3,500 patients which is over 800 more than the previous 
year. The clinic laboratory, consequently, has been busy 
carrying out more than 7,200 laboratory analysis. The trips 
by our Montana and California based ophthalmology teams 
were canceled in 2021 due to the pandemic. However the clinic 
achieved a number of notable accomplishments. The clinic 
purchased an ambulance to attend to emergency cases and 
patient transfers. They handled an increase in patient transfers 
to third level care. The clinic received a new coat of paint. 
They also replaced important laboratory equipment which 
was showing its age. Through your generosity Clinica Maxeña 
continues to provide important medical care for the under 
served in the region. 

La Asunción School: 2021 was a milestone year for La 
Asunción which celebrated its 25th anniversary. Through your 
generosity and the will of God, La Asunción have been able to 
provide much needed educational opportunities to the youth 
and young adults of the region. In person classes resumed at 
the beginning of the year. All the while the school maintained 
its remote education programs including the provision of take 
home study guides for those families who do not have access 
to the internet. When necessary the teachers hand delivered 
the study guides to families living remotely. There was a total 
of 316 students enrolled in the school with 24 graduates this 
fall. Fifteen young men and 25 young women received room 
and board at the schools. Total personnel at the school has 
now reached 37 people comprised of 20 academic staff and 17 
support staff. Our partnership with Fe y Alegria continues to 
grow and strengthen and the people of the region continue to 
benefit from this relationship. 

Your continued support of our Guatemala Mission was even 
more vital this year because of its impact on an already 
impoverished people. On behalf of the people we serve in 
Guatemala through our Mission, thank you for your ongoing 
generosity and support of our Mission. Deacon Michael Seipp, 
Director of the Guatemala Mission

DONATIONS BY PARISH FOR 2020
Parish Goals Paid % Particip.
109 Holy Rosary, Bozeman $94,400 $112,310 29.66%
150 Holy Family, Three Forks $13,600 $18,755 27.55%
158 Resurrection, Bozeman $63,400 $64,697 40.49%
162 Big Sky Mission $16,300 $17,315 50.00%
163 Our Lady of Pines, Yellowstone $12,600 $12,600 42.11%
165 St. John Vianney, Belgrade $51,700 $52,660 2.71%
Bozeman Deanery $252,000 $278,337 28.39%
203 St. Theodore, Avon $3,800 $8,635 75.00%
204 Anaconda $52,000 $26,365 23.49%
211 Butte Catholic North $60,200 $36,300 22.37%
213 St. Ann, Butte $55,600 $51,953 27.83%
214 St. John, Butte $25,400 $11,830 25.47%
219 Holy Spirit, Butte $35,100 $27,683 39.57%
223 Immclt. Cncpt., Deer Lodge $28,700 $29,080 56.19%
224 St. Rose, Dillon $24,200 $17,355 38.42%
236 Madison County Community $21,600 $23,410 37.19%
254 St. Teresa Avila, Whitehall $14,600 $7,275 27.63%
Butte Deanery $321,200 $239,886 29.49%
310 Little Flower, Browning $13,900 $19,221 12.42%
319 St. Joseph, Choteau $12,200 $15,275 40.00%
321 St. Michael, Conrad $16,800 $11,390 34.40%
322 St. Margaret, Cut Bank $12,900 $15,662 41.13%
326 St. William, Dutton $7,300 $5,275 51.52%
329 St. John, Fairfield $10,600 $11,835 29.49%
333 St. Anne, Heart Butte $1,000 $1,570 83.33%
346 St. William, Shelby $13,300 $11,755 43.37%
348 St. Thomas, Sunburst $5,400 $3,785 40.54%
352 St. Francis, Valier $9,600 $19,585 41.18%
Conrad Deanery $103,000 $115,353 27.81%
401 St. Helena Cathedral $175,700 $264,052 28.87%
402 St. Mary, Helena $91,300 $96,182 35.54%
408 St. Catherine, Boulder $7,100 $7,860 25.00%
427 Sts. C & M, East Helena $67,400 $72,279 39.19%
432 St. Joseph, Harlowton $10,500 $11,745 56.52%
434 St. Thomas, Helmville $5,500 $12,090 44.74%
451 Holy Cross, Townsend $20,400 $19,480 51.06%
455 St. Bart, White Sulphur $5,900 $3,575 25.00%
460 Our Lady of Valley, Helena $57,300 $50,408 31.55%
470 St. Jude, Lincoln $2,700 $2,900 58.33%
Helena Deanery $443,800 $540,571 33.42%
503 Swan Valley, Condon $2,700 $1,850 50.00%
506 Saint John Paul II, Bigfork $74,100 $62,785 31.45%
520 St. Richard, Columbia Falls $42,000 $36,023 28.29%
528 Our Lady of Mercy, Eureka $15,500 $14,100 41.84%
535 St. Matthew, Kalispell $125,100 $84,667 27.38%
536 Risen Christ, Kalispell $42,700 $47,569 55.38%
537 St. Joseph, Libby $22,900 $16,330 33.85%
542 St. James, Plains $11,200 $5,630 32.39%
543 Immaculate Cncptn., Polson $29,900 $22,265 25.68%
544 Sacred Heart, Ronan $11,200 $9,720 31.40%
549 St. William, Thompson Falls $13,100 $12,160 38.14%
553 St. Charles, Whitefish $52,600 $33,401 27.52%
Kalispell Deanery $443,000 $346,500 32.21%
605 Living Water, Seeley Lake $6,300 $16,170 65.63%
607 St. Ann, Bonner $11,200 $8,540 43.59%
625 Flint Creek Catholic Community $8,500 $13,515 78.95%
630 St. John Baptist, Frenchtown $21,800 $14,325 38.66%
631 St. Francis, Hamilton $63,500 $59,998 35.90%
638 Christ the King, Missoula $66,300 $66,444 22.94%
639 St. Anthony, Missoula $55,300 $39,430 39.41%
640 St. Francis Xavier, Missoula $107,700 $89,233 27.02%
645 St. Ignatius Mission $18,900 $22,173 25.22%
647 St. Mary, Stevensville $30,200 $23,223 33.90%
661 Blessed Trinity $38,800 $42,755 49.06%
669 Spirit of Christ, Lolo $8,500 $9,847 60.47%
Missoula Deanery $437,000 $405,653 32.30%
Parish Totals $2,000,000 $1,926,299 31.19%
Other Gifts  $55,354
Outstanding Pledges  $11,758
Unfunded  $6,589
  $2,000,000

2020 ACA Donations Distribution
IN FAITH  |  $830,500 GOAL - $820,609 RAISED
Journey ......................................................................................... $4,940
Lay Ministry Formation.................................................................. $5,929
Legendary Lodge .......................................................................... $83,000
Permanent Diaconate  ................................................................... $7,411
Priests’ Continuing Formation ........................................................ $49,405
Priests’ Retirement and Clergy Benefit ........................................... $363,123
Prison Ministry - Discovery Weekends ............................................ $2,964
Seminarian Education ................................................................... $207,993
Vocation Awareness Promotion ..................................................... $4,940
Youth, Young Adult and Adult Catholic Formation ........................... $90,904

WITH HOPE  |  $710,000 GOAL - $702,973 RAISED
Bishop’s Office and Pastoral Outreach ............................................. $271,725
Campaign Expenses - Administration, Processing and Materials...... $120,000
Catholic Cemeteries  ...................................................................... $29,643
Delegate for Religious ................................................................... $988
Diocesan Communications (Print, Design & Web) & Technology ....... $120,547
Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Support and Planning .......................... $24,702
Historical Preservation .................................................................. $14,821
Human Resource Services .............................................................. $49,405
Liturgical Training  ........................................................................ $4,940
Safe Environment/Protecting God’s Children .................................. $41,500
Tribunal ........................................................................................ $24,702

THROUGH LOVE  |  $459,500 GOAL - $458,071 RAISED 
Campus Ministry ........................................................................... $85,000
     Bozeman, Butte, Dillon, Helena and Missoula
Catholic Social Services of Montana ............................................... $59,000
     Adoption Services, Project Rachel, Supportive Aid to Birthmothers
De La Salle Blackfeet School - Browning ......................................... $25,000
Guatemala Mission ........................................................................ $118,571
Montana Catholic Conference ........................................................ $75,000
National Collections
     Archdiocese for the Military Services .......................................... $500
     Catholic Communications .......................................................... $500
     Catholic University, Washington D.C. .......................................... $500
     Church in Central and Eastern Europe ......................................... $500
     Church in Africa ......................................................................... $500
Superintendent of Catholic Schools’ Office ...................................... $78,000
Vatican Apostolic Ministries ........................................................... $15,000


