
                      THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS 

in the Catholic Parishes and Missions of the Diocese of Helena 

BISHOP GEORGE LEO THOMAS,  

following collaboration and consultation with  
the Diocese of Helena Liturgical Commission  

and the Diocesan Priests’ Council  
has issued, as Particular Law in the Diocese of Helena, 

 THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS  
IN THE CATHOLIC PARISHES AND MISSIONS OF THE DIOCESE OF HELENA,  

to be fully implemented in all the parishes and missions of the 
Diocese of Helena on  

THE FEAST OF ALL SOULS, NOVEMBER 2, 2015. 
 

 

The complete text of these Guidelines  
will be available at each parish and mission.  

The Guidelines can be accessed on the Diocese of Helena website:  diocesehelena.org. 
 

A series of Parish Bulletin Inserts will be published in each parish bulletin  
of the Diocese of Helena beginning next week. 

 

1. Letter from Bishop Thomas & Introduction 
2.  Principle Elements of a Catholic Funeral 

3. The Three Principle Rites of a Catholic Funeral 
4. The Three Principle Rites of a Catholic Funeral (con’t) 

5. Full, Conscious and Active Participation in the Funeral Rites 
6. Native and other Cultural Customs.  Cremation 

7. Music for the Funeral Rites.  The Place of the Funeral Rites 
8. Military Honors.  Other Civic, Fraternal and Ecclesial Associations.  Proper “terms” for Funeral Rites 

9. Good Stewardship.  Conclusion 

 
A series of WORKSHOPS for all parishioners, parish staffs, Catholic schools,  

mortuary personnel, cemetery directors, and hospital chaplains 
will be held in each deanery of the diocese on the following dates. 

 

Bozeman: 
Butte: 

Conrad: 
Helena: 

Kalispell: 
Missoula: 

Offering worship, praise, and thanksgiving to God                                              
for the gift of a life returned to God. 



 

 

            Part 1:  Letter from Bishop Thomas.   

          Introduction. 

 
January 26, 2015 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The death of a Christian is a call for the Catholic Community to gather in faith to proclaim that God has created each 
person for eternal life.  Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and death. 
The parish community gathers in the face of death to proclaim its trust in God’s promise, to support the grieving 
family and friends and to offer worship, praise and thanksgiving to God for the gift of a life returned to God. The 
Church through its funeral rites commends the dead to God’s merciful love and pleads for the forgiveness of their 
sins.  
 

This is the spirit in which this statement of Policy is presented so that all of us in the Catholic Parishes and Missions 
of the Diocese of Helena can share this common vision and support those who face the loss of a loved one by the 
light of our shared Catholic faith.  
 

This Policy flows from The Order of Christian Funerals, which was approved by the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in 1985, confirmed by the Apostolic See in 1987, and became mandatory in the Dioceses of the United States 
on November 2, 1989. This Policy makes the principles of the Order of Christian Funerals concrete for celebrations in 
the Diocese of Helena. 
 

The current document originated as a result of reflection and study by the priests and parish staff members of the 
Missoula Deanery, and has been in effect on an “ad experimentum” basis in that Deanery since the Second Sunday of 
Easter 2009. The Diocesan Liturgical Commission and the College of Consultors / Presbyteral Council have studied 
and amended the document as a statement of Policy for the Diocese of Helena. 
 

I hereby approve and promulgate “The Order of Christian Funerals in the Catholic Parishes and Missions of the 
Diocese of Helena” as Particular Law for the Diocese of Helena. This Policy may be utilized immediately after 
publication. This Policy must be fully implemented throughout the Diocese of Helena beginning with the 
Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed, November 2, 2015.  
 

May the peace of God which is beyond all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 
 
Most Reverend George Leo Thomas 
Bishop of Helena 
 
 




